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INTRO
Over the last few years, the Strive has 
proven its credentials as a versatile 
racing machine on some of the most 
demanding courses in the world, 
with our Canyon Factory Enduro 
Team twice riding it to glory in 
the Enduro World Series 
team championship. And 
this year, we’ve taken 
things a step forward 
to create a new 
Strive that’s even 
faster and more 
versatile.
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MADE FOR THE 
TOUGHEST ENDURO 
STAGES AND YOUR 
BACKYARD TRAILS
Whether you’re competing in the world’s 
toughest Enduro races, or just want to go 
shred your local trails even harder: the new 
Strive with Shapeshifter technology is guaran-
teed to take you to the next level. With its 
29-inch wheels, full-carbon frame, and ability 
to fundamentally change its riding characteri-
stics at the press of a button, this is a trail- 
taming machine that leaves competitors in its 
wake. The Strive is engineered for Enduro racers 
and aspiring amateurs who demand uncompromi-
sing performance on technical trails – both on the 
way up and on the way back down. It was developed 
and tested in Canyon’s hometown of Koblenz, and 
built to take on any challenge, from Finale Ligure to 
Whistler. Join a worldwide community of passionate  
riders – Welcome to Shred City!
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Constant changes in terrain place incredibly diverse  
demands on a bike – rider weight gets transferred all 
over the place depending on what you take on. While 
climbing, the back wheel can bear almost all of the load, 
but when riding steep descents, all this weight then gets 
transferred to the front wheel.
 
So in order to achieve maximum efficiency, under normal 
circumstances the rider would have to constantly adjust 
the suspension sag depending on the profile of the trail. 
However, with its Shapeshifter technology, the Strive 
successfully combines the climbing performance of an 
XC bike with the descending abilities of a downhill bike. 
The Shapeshifter works using a gas spring which we 
developed together with the suspension specialists at 
Fox, and lets you alter the geometry and suspension  
dynamics on the bike at the touch of a button.

THE  SHAPESHIFTER
STAGE 2.0
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SHAPESHIFTER 
 CONSTRUCTION
The Shapeshifter system was developed from the ground 
up by the engineers at Canyon and Fox. It consists of an 
ergonomic handlebar-mounted remote with two levers, a 
gas spring, and a patented rear shock linkage. By chan-
ging the bike’s linkage and with it the kinematics of the 
rear end, you can switch between two different geomet-
ries with different suspension curves and amounts of 
travel – all without the need for a specially designed rear 
shock. 

We have integrated the dropper post remote below the 
Shapeshifter remote, so you can still lower the saddle 
with the push of a button.

We have also taken things another step forward in terms 
of durability. Specially developed piston seals reduce 
friction and are more robust, and we’ve improved the 
internal cable routing setup to make it tougher. Further-
more, the bearings of the new gas spring don’t require an 
additional screw thread, allowing an integrated design 
that keeps dirt out.

XC Mode

DH Mode

Dropper post
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DH shred / 150 mm – low & slack

XC pedal / 135 mm – high & steep

SHAPESHIFTER HANDLING
We’ve taken the Shapeshifter to the next level – Stage 
2.0. The new two-way valve makes the Shapeshifter even 
easier and more intuitive to use. To switch from 
cross-country mode to downhill mode when you reach 
the trailhead, just flick the switch on the handlebar. The 
next time you compress the rear shock, the Shapeshif-
ter’s gas spring will automatically compress, changing 
the bike’s geometry and the kinematics of the rear  
triangle. In DH mode, it feels more like you are sitting ‘in’ 
the bike, and you have 150 mm of travel, rather than 135 
mm. The bottom bracket height is reduced giving you a 
lower centre of gravity, you have a flatter steering angle, 
and the wheelbase is extended for more stability in  
fast and steep sections – advantages that make all the 
difference when every second counts.
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When you have to climb back up the trail, just go back to 
XC mode. It’s as easy as flicking the switch again and 
shifting your weight forward. The gas spring on the 
suspension linkage then activates and extends, changing 
the rear shock linkage setup. The suspension gets stiffer 
with less travel (150 mm to 135 mm), and there is a 1.5° 
increase in the steering angle (66.0° to 67.5°) and seat 
angle (73.5° to 75.0°). This gives a more of a feeling of 
being ‘on’ the bike rather than ‘in’ it, and lets you put all 
your power through the cranks to ensure efficient  
climbing. The increased bottom bracket height also gives 
you more ground clearance for tackling roots and drops, 
and the suspension remains active at all times for  
maximum traction on technical climbs. Furthermore, the 
steeper steering angle improves handling on slow climbs, 
to get you to the trailhead – and back into downhill mode 
again – more efficiently.

Gas spring (XC Mode)

Gas spring (DH Mode)
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KINEMATICS
The triple phase suspension system was originally  
developed for the Sender downhill race bike, and delivers 
top performance on all kinds of terrain. At the start of 
the stoke, the suspension provides plenty traction, and 
outstanding small-bump sensitivity. Through the  
mid- stroke the shock provides a stable platform, letting 

the rider put maximum power through the pedals, keep 
their speed up over uneven ground, and accelerate hard 
out of berms. The end of the stroke ramps up pro- 
gressively, so you only use all the travel when absolutely 
required.
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The change in suspension leverage ratio has a corresponding 
effect on the sag point. In XC mode you have a higher seat  
position, whereas in DH mode you sit lower and have access to 
all of the bike’s travel, so you can really take advantage of the 
triple phase suspension system.

Switching from DH to XC mode increases anti-squat, without 
needing to adjust the shock itself. The stiffer suspension lets you 
climb with absolute efficiency.
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GEOMETRY
The Strive combines a 66° steering angle with a short 
fork offset (44 mm Fox / 42 mm RockShox). The resulting 
increase in trail provides a smoother ride on fast  
sections, and allows the rider to put more pressure on 
the front wheel for more control. This together with the 
relatively flat steering angle of 66° means the bike  
remains agile on flowy local trails.

FRAME SIZE S M L XL

RECOMMENDED RIDER HEIGHT 158–168 168–178 178–188 188–200

SEAT TUBE LENGTH (mm) 400 440 455 500

TOP TUBE LENGTH (horizontal, mm) 600 627 660 695

HEAD TUBE LENGTH (mm) 95 100 110 130

HEAD TUBE ANGLE (°) 66°–67,5° 66°–67,5° 66°–67,5° 66°–67,5°

SEAT TUBE ANGLE (effective, °) 73,5°–75° 73,5°–75° 73,5°–75° 73,5°–75° 

CHAIN STAY LENGTH (mm) 435 435 435 435

WHEELBASE (mm) 1169 1196 1230 1268

STACK 626 631 640 658

REACH 415 440 470 500

STANDOVER HEIGHT @�∕� REACH (mm) 785 786 789 800

BOTTOM BRACKET OFFSET (mm) 36 36 36 36

BB HEIGHT (mm) 336 336 336 336

FORK-OFFSET (RockShox, mm)  44  44  44  44

FORK-OFFSET (Fox, mm) 42 42 42 42

CRANK LENGTH (mm) 165 165 165 165

SEAT POST DROP (mm) 125 150 150 150

STEAM LENGTH (mm) 40 40 40 40

HANDLEBAR WIDTH / RISE (mm) 780 / 20 780 / 20 780 / 30 780 / 30
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FEATURES
Space for 
bottle cage

Full carbon 
frame

Shapeshifter

29 inch wheels

Quixle 
Throug axle

Down tube 
protection

Dropper post

Internal cable 
routing

Shapeshifter 
remote

Chainstay 
protection
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FULL CARBON FRAME
Tested by our Canyon Factory Racing Team riders: the 
Strive is a no-compromise Enduro racing machine, and is 
exclusively available with a durable full-carbon frame. 
Models 5.0 to 8.0 are built around the high-performance 
CF frame, and the two top-range models – the 9.0 Team 
and the 9.0 LTD – come with the yet more advanced CFR 
frame. The difference between the frames is the layup of 
the carbon fibre: the type of fibre, the way the fibres and 
resin are combined, and the alignment of the weave. The 
CFR frame is around 300 g lighter than the CF (frame 
weight CFR: 2400 g w/o rear shock) while being just as 
stiff. 

CFR - 300 g
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29-INCH WHEELS
The 29-inch wheels really shine on technical terrain, 
with their larger contact patch and superior tracking  
making the big difference. The Strive is exclusively avai-
lable with 29” wheels.
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HEADSET & INTERNAL CABLE ROUTING
The tapered steerer tube increases the stiffness of the 
cockpit for precise, controlled braking in all situations. 
What’s more, the cables are routed inside the cable for  
a clean look, silent operation, and protection from the 
elements. 
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BOOST & CANYON THROUGH AXLE
Boost through axles on the front and rear deliver increa-
sed stability and stiffness, and make tool-free wheel  
removal simpler than ever. The lever of the Canyon- 
developed rear axle also neatly integrates into the axle 
itself for a clean look on the trail.
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FRAME PROTECTION
Plastic protection panels shield the chainstays and the 
underside of the downtube from flying debris and ground 
impacts.
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DESIGN
The Strive is a real head-turner with its dynamic design, 
clear lines, and the striking silhouette of its full-carbon 
frame.
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IMPRINT

Canyon Bicycles GmbH
Karl-Tesche-Straße 12
56073 Koblenz
Germany

T +49 (0) 261 40 4000
info@canyon.com

CANYON.COM
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